
District Councillor report from Cllr Jo Sweett March 2nd 

Hurray its March. Maybe it will stop raining! 

February Full Council – The 2021 budget was voted through unanimously; apparently this is the first 
time in anyone’s memories that this has happened. It includes £400k for Climate Change and 
Biodiversity and money for a specific climate change officer. Monies were pledged by the Leader for 
a Traveling people Transit site and land is being sought.  

Grounds maintenance meeting- A report is being written on the current grounds maintenance 
District. While there’s not been time to ask at your Town matters committee, I’m hoping to speak to 
the Clerk today to ask what works, what doesn’t , what suggestions etc. Some of you may remember 
I brought the idea of reducing mowing cycles on the perimeters of the Totnes carparks to increase 
biodiversity, especially for bees and caterpillars. I wrote wording for the signage to explain why the 
areas may look unkempt at times. Apparently the signs have been made but not yet put up! I will 
update on this net month or hopefully they will be up, and will advance this around the rest of the 
district! 

Cherry tree- I met with Alex Whish yesterday on site to arrange the replacement, my apologies, I 
had questioned the felling immediately and had spoken with him in detail about it but not concluded 
the replacement due to other commitments. The tree will be replaced within weeks as the growing 
season is coming to an end. The bulbs will be removed and the roots and stumps removed, the 
paving will also be taken wider to enable more planting. Totnes gardens had informed the 
maintenance team the tree was in decline and dropping dead wood. There was an obvious 
breakdown in communications as neither Alex or consequently us Totnes members were not 
informed before the work was carried out!  

I have also arranged an Oak or Acer to replace the Grey Poplar which was taken down on Vire last 
May. I emailed Alex last week as I was aware on contention around the Cherry and Acers felled on 
Coronation road. He has contacted a senior officer at DCC who has sincerely apologised for the delay 
and I’m pleased to say the Acers will be replaced within weeks before the end on the growing 
season. Sweetgum is the suggested species which sounds really nice and the right thing for the 
location. 

I know people are unhappy about the stumps, which look like a monument of death! Apparently 
We/SHs have a stump grinder, This will be used in the future. Please ask for further details if 
interested. 

Graffiti boards- I’m going to be looking for the shed key to see if I can find my biodiversity signage, 
the stump grinder and the missing graffiti boards which were removed from the skate park (5 years 
ago?). Cllr Vint funded them I believe? The graffiti in Bridgetown and around is pretty awful, I’ve 
requested we clean it off as although it is on private property it is very much public facing! I will 
request and push for graffiti boards to be replaced at the skatepark asap! Whilst a graffiti wall will be 
included in the interim! A letter from the Town Council supporting the immediate replacement 
graffiti boards would be incredibly helpful. 

Some of you may remember I had begun arrangements for a graffiti workshop through the art 
working group. Maybe this would be a good time to take this forward?  

Skatepark- I’ve requested the full Lottery grant application be submitted before Easter- it’s a 3 
month max turn around if I remember correctly. 



Great Court Farm- the plans are being drawn up to replace the Devon hedge which was removed. 
Some of the works I asked to be rectified have already been completed, eg the removal of laurel and 
planting of native species on the public green in front of the old show home. Hope to update asap. 

Atmos- The meeting I informed the Clerk about has taken place with the new “owner” and relevant 
officer. I am being kept informed of any changes though until there’s statements released as 
concrete decisions are made. My feeling is that 2020 will be a busy year for preapps..  

Gypsy traveller forum- I will be attending this meeting on Thursday. I’ve been trying to spread the 
word to those groups and individual and get around to chat to as many caravan dwellers in and 
around the lanes and offers lifts. I hope it all goes smoothly and some way forward manifests from 
the different travellers. Id there’s anything specific you would like included please let me know.   

I attended the informal council prior to full council on 13th Februarys. There was a presentation from 
the waste team regarding the new collections. The date of the switch over is 28th September and 
there will be a timeline to introduce the new system to residents. The offer of a waste team member 
making a presentation to Town Council or committee is still open. I will include the set of questions 
raised. I asked that a statement be made re electric vehicles and for thing like the reason black 
plastic can’t be put in with recycling be included in leaflets. I will include the list of questions and 
answers. 

I’ve attended a long licensing meeting regarding taxi licence. 

Probably forgotten something! 

Thanks for reading 


